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THE HONORABLE BOB RILEY
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COLONEL W.M. COPPAGE

New Director of DPS

LT. COLONEL GLENDA DEESE
AssiStant Director Gov. Bob Riley Colonels’ Column, Page3  lic Safety, and that
MAJOR KEN HALLFORD announced Nov. he has appointed
ABI Division 13 that he has accepted the resigna- Chris Murphy, special agent in
tion of Col. Mike Coppage, director charge of the Birmingham District
of the Alabama Department of Pub- Office of the U.S. Secret Service, as
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the agency’s new director.
“Col. Coppage has rendered valuable service to

the people of Alabama and I wish him all the best as
he pursues other opportunities,” Riley said. “He’s a
dedicated law enforcement officer who has worked to
make Alabama a safer place. Our state is fortunate
that Special Agent Chris Murphy is stepping forward
to serve us as our new Public Safety director. His
leadership ability combined with the wealth of ex-
perience and knowledge he’s gained will make him
an outstanding addition to our Cabinet.”

As special agent in charge of the Birmingham Dis-
trict Office since 2002, Murphy has overseen four Se-
cret Service offices in Alabama and three offices in
Mississippi. Prior to his service in the Birmingham
District Office, Murphy was a manager in the Secret
Service’s field office in Houston, where he ran a finan-
cial crimes task force. From 1996-1998, Murphy man-
aged the Secret Service office in Montgomery, where
he worked the gamut of criminal investigations and
protective responsibilities.

Murphy has provided protection for presidents
and vice presidents since Ronald Reagan and has
worked protective details for former Presidents Ford
and Carter, presidential candidates, and a host of for-
eign heads-of-state visiting this country. He began his

in selected areas.

Thanksgiving Safety,

career in law enforcement as a patrolman, corporal
and detective with the Auburn Police Department in
1978.

“It is an honor to be joining the Riley administra-
tion and to be serving the people of Alabama in one
of the most important departments in our state,”
Murphy said.

Murphy earned his undergraduate degree in
criminal justice at Auburn University in 1981, and his
master’s degree in the administration of criminal jus-
tice at Troy University in 1997.

Coppage, whose term as Public Safety director
ends Nov. 30, is a law enforcement veteran. After
serving four years as a military policeman and crimi-
nal investigator in the U.S. Army, he joined the Bir-
mingham Police Department in 1974 as a patrol offi-
cer. He worked his way up through the ranks to be-
come Birmingham’s chief of police in 1998. Coppage
remained in that position until Riley tapped him to
join the governor’s Cabinet in February 2003.

“It has been a great honor to serve in the Riley ad-
ministration and with the outstanding men and
women who make up the Alabama Department of
Public Safety,” Coppage said.

Murphy begins serving as Public Safety director
Dec. 1.

work of all troopers from every di-

continued from Page 1

troopers caution motorists to drive
courteously, patiently and defen-
sively; use seatbelts and child re-
straints on all trips; and refrain
from drinking and driving.
Highway Patrol Division Chief
Maj. Patrick Manning said trooper
enforcement will be strengthened
during the Thanksgiving holiday.
In addition to routine and targeted
patrol activity, troopers will con-
duct driver license checkpoints,
line patrols and saturation patrols

Through grant funding made
available by the Alabama Depart-
ment of Economic and Community
Affairs and the Department of
Transportation, HP plans to put
every available trooper on the road
during the Thanksgiving holiday
period, according to Manning.

Troopers will underscore viola-
tions involving impaired driving,
speeding, following too closely and
both seatbelt and child restraint
violations.

“The colonels and I greatly ap-
preciate the dedication and hard

vision who will be working this
holiday season to keep our road-
ways safe,” said Manning.

DPS estimates that 19 people
may die in traffic crashes in Ala-
bama during the 102-hour travel
period, which begins at 6 p.m.
Wednesday, Nov. 23, and ends at
midnight Sunday, Nov. 27. Last
year 19 people died as a result of
traffic crashes during the Thanks-
giving period. Ten of the victims
were not using seatbelts, and alco-
hol was a factor in at least three of
the fatal crashes.
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Col. W.M. Coppage, Director

It is with mixed emotions that I must confirm the rumor which I am sure many
of you have heard during the past few weeks. My last day as director will be Nov.
30.

On the one hand, it has been a difficult decision, as I have thoroughly enjoyed
my association with all of you here at DPS. On the other hand, family responsibili-
ties make this decision an easy one.

It has been a distinct pleasure and a very high honor to have served with you as
director. Despite the times when it seemed as if we were faced with insurmountable
obstacles, together we were able to turn them into stepping stones that enabled us to
move toward better service for the citizens of this state.

While we were unable to accomplish all of the goals which I had set, I feel that we have laid a solid foun-
dation upon which to build for the future.

Thank you for your devotion to this department and to the citizens of the state of Alabama.

I will always cherish the memories of my time with DPS and the many friends that Judy and I have made.
Until we meet again, I pray that the Lord will bless you and keep you and hold you in the hollow of His
hand.

With deepest regards.

Lt. Col. Glenda Deese, Assistant Director

The BLUE LIGHT editor, Angier Johnson, of Public Information/Education, ex-
pressed to me that our next issue would be during the month of November. Focus-
ing on Thanksgiving, she wanted to know what I was thankful for.

Well, as I thought of the many wonderful things, such as family, life etc., I
knew that there was much more in my life that allowed me to live the wonderful
and peaceful life that I do.

I am thankful for the feet that walked the difficult journeys in my life, which I
did not have to make alone. I have walked with many who needed me beside them,
or I needed them beside me. I could have been left behind or trampled upon, but I
was blessed enough to be carried at times. Thankfully, I carried a few, as well, and never walked over any-
one. My family and friends are the best.

I am thankful for the helping hands that lifted me up daily and allowed me to lift others up as well. Pitch-
ing in to help others in need, both physically and monetarily, is by far more uplifting in spirit than choosing

to push others down. The reward for being good to everyone is far better than being corrupt.

Over the years I have tried to speak words of encouragement to build a person’s self-esteem. I choose not
to use my words to tear people down or to belittle them in any way. My family and friends surely spoke
words of encouragement to me as I journeyed through my life and career. I refused to blow up from frustra-
tion and, as a result, exhibited appropriate and productive behavior, which prevented me from saying and
doing the wrong things for the right reason.
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Whitt e You Thankjul
Tor This Thanksgiving ©

We associate Thanksgiving with a hearty feast, pa-
rades, festivals, and don’t forget the football. During this
special holiday, we also pause to give thanks, and The
BLUE LIGHT is pleased to share with readers the following
notes of gratitude provided by members of the DPS family.

I Am Thankful for ....

“The men and women who serve in law enforcement, and first
responders, especially our military personnel willing to sacrifice
all that they do so I can spend a safe and happy Thanksgiving
with my family, even when it means they are away from theirs.”
Galen Wagner, Driver License, Information Services,
Montgomery

“God’s love, comfort, peace and joy in my life. I am just grateful
for my family, friends, even enemies and the opportunity to grow
in God’s purpose for my life every day. I am also thankful for the
trials and tribulations I face daily because these situations bring
about spiritual growth to prepare me for whatever God calls me
to do!” Regina Manuel, Driver License, Information
Services, Montgomery

“My wife and I are thankful for the amazing support received
from the DPS family during her battle with cancer.” Cpl. Thad
Snyder, ABI, EOD Unit, Jacksonville

“All the Lord has done for me! He has made me aware that my
freedom is not free! Men and women lay down their lives daily
for me to enjoy my freedom. I have good health, a good job (and a
place to park), a family to love and receive love. I also have good
friends and a church to fellowship with others and worship Him.
What more could [ want?” Judy Dean, Administrative Divi-
sion, FARS/Planning and Research Unit, Montgomery

“For my family and a great group of coworkers, especially at the
Selma ABI office. I am most thankful for my health, which I re-
mind myself of every day. We are blessed to see the sun rise and
set daily, hear the laughter of our children and be able to walk
from one place to another. These pleasures are free to us, but we
forget how much it would be worth for some to experience what

we take for granted. I am thankful this season for what I have and

not what I wish I had.” Agent Joe Lee, ABI, Area 3, Selma

The BLUE LIGHT

“To be a child of God, to love everyone because He first loved me.
The love of God will make you treat your neighbor right, and I
am most grateful.” Mary Williams, Highway Patrol,
Communications, Montgomery Post

“Good health, a caring family, great friends and a job that I am
proud of.” Tpr. Eric Dowdell, Administrative, Public
Information/Education, Opelika

“Granting my family and me the miracle of sparing my mother.
She had a major stroke last year and was in critical condition.
The doctors gave us little hope. I prayed for a miracle like I have
never prayed before. Well, she survived. She still cannot walk or
do for herself, but she has come a long way. I am thankful for the
many loving friends that have prayed for her.” Kathy Bank-
ston, Driver License, Examining, Fairhope

“Having no regrets about the relationship I had with my
“earthly” father, who was killed in a wreck September 11, 2006. 1
am also grateful that my heavenly Father has been at my side for
so long and still loves me in spite of my background. I am grate-
ful for a loving and patient wife, a beautiful 21-month-old daugh-
ter, and for the new addition that we learned about the morning
of my father’s funeral. There is a silver lining surrounding this
dark time in life. God is so good to me!” Cpl. Daniel Dean,
Highway Patrol, Alexander City

“Each day that the Lord allows me with my family and my
friends. The Lord has blessed all of us in so many ways, yet we
tend to take those blessings for granted. I am thankful that I have
the choice to grab hold of those blessings with all my heart, know-
ing there are many more to come.” Tpr. Melissa Hubbard,
Highway Patrol, Selma

“Considering it is November, and I am still able to wear shorts.
You gotta love south Alabama. Also, I am eligible for the ser-
geant’s test, and everyone at home is healthy.” Cpl. Lawrence
Goff, Driver License, Examining, Mobile

“My husband Dwain, daughter Shar’Keia, granddaughter
Sha’Mya, and the singing voice that God has given me. I am
thankful for life, health, strength, and the ability to love, rejoice
and praise in spite of problems that may arise. I am thankful for
each day God spares my life and through Him, be a blessing to
others.” Rachel Fields, Administrative Division, Assistant
Director’s Office, Montgomery
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DIGITAL PATROLLER, New rtners

Tpr. Phillip Taylor prepares for shift with new partner,
Digital Patroller.

Highway Patrol troopers at the Montgomery Post
have been assigned new partners: the Digital Patrol-
ler, a pilot unit for the in-car digital video camera sys-
tems. More than 30 camera units currently are in use
by road troopers and in the Felony Apprehension
Program, with the Dothan Post next in line to receive
the new technology.

The camera systems enhance DPS enforcement
efforts and update agency enforcement technology.
Of particular significance is the Digital Patroller’s aid
in strengthening prosecution by allowing the intro-
duction of video evidence in court via DVD, jump
drive and other media storage devices.

The system also is an important safeguard for
troopers, providing protection from frivolous and un-
substantiated complaints and helping ensure adher-
ence to policy and procedure.

“When a complaint is made and the tapes are re-
trieved, we can witness that our troopers did, in fact,
act according to policy and were professional,” said
Sgt. Jack Clark, Montgomery Post commander. “We
usually find that a disgruntled driver angry over re-
ceiving a ticket retaliates through a complaint, not
realizing that the patrol cars are equipped with the

Report for Duty at Montgomery Post

cameras. Cameras have proved to be a saving grace
for so many of us — a great thing,” said Clark.

At the outset, Clark said, some troopers did not
embrace the use of the digital cameras. They ex-
pressed concerns about “big brother” peering over
their shoulders. Clark said he had to reassure them,
however, and now that the Digital Patroller is on the
job, troopers have seen how this new partner has cov-
ered their backs.

Criminal investigations, felony stops and pursuits
are easily captured using the cameras; and troopers
report that once the video is reviewed, additional evi-
dence not initially observed is often uncovered. Par-
ticularly in DUI cases, troopers report that the Digital
Patroller is unsurpassed. They say it provides supe-
rior video clarity and audio quality to detect slurred
speech and obscure sounds.

Clark said the camera system begins taping when
blue lights are activated. It records the date, time, unit
number, speed and GPS quadrants, which has proven
extremely useful in court proceedings to verify an ac-
curate account of incidents.

The new equipment has cemented its place in
day-to-day operations, and “if the camera causes a
trooper to be a little bit more professional, then all the
better,” said Clark.

Taylor retrieves data from Digital Patroller.
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DPS Family Remembers

The Public Safety fam- 74 01010l
@;Zm %W ily was saddened by the 3 :

Driver License Examining,

Am I perfect? Not even close.
However, I care very deeply for the
employees here, and that is why I
choose not to waste time on things

Birmingham, who died recently following her
diagnosis with recurring cancer.

Debra is survived by her husband, retired
Capt. Jeff Standridge, and sons Brad and Bran-

that are counter-productive to the
don.

mission of DPS. I heard someone

Following Debra’s loss, Capt. Standridge say, “Gratitude is the attitude that

§¢ said he and his sons are beginning a new jour-  gats the altitude for lifelong living.”

I hope that each of you knows
how grateful I am for all of your

ney, but without her guidance and encourage-
ment. He appealed for continued prayer from
the DPS family, saying, “The mission of this
department exemplifies the life that Debra lived; which was to care provide to help build and influence
for one another and to help other people.” DPS.

Debra joined Public Safety in 1990, as a driver license examiner I. Thanks for helping me to fly
She was promoted to driver license examiner II in August 2001, a high and yield the fruits of the
position she occupied at the time of her death.

DPS remembers Debra Standridge as an exemplary public ser-
vant and as a valued friend. We mourn her loss and extend deepest
sympathies to the Standridge family.

efforts and contributions that you

spirit, such as love, joy, peace,
kindness and goodness, to name a
few. I wish each of you the same
and a very happy and safe holiday.

JUST THE STATS,, P eaSE! Source: Alabama Accident Summary, 2005
ROADWAY LANE TYPE Total Crashes Fatalities Injuries Property Damage
Only
One Lane 3,413 11 694 2,872
Two Lanes 69,927 754 23,546 52,515
Three Lanes 6,055 18 1,371 5,016
Four Lanes 45,420 295 13,689 35,648
Five Lanes 4,702 7 1,217 3,815
Six Lanes 12,607 41 3,259 10,193
Unknown 1,824 8 379 1,543
TOTALS 143,948 1,134 44,155 111,602
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People You Know!

*

Janette Bell
Debbie Elrod
Donna Elrod
Rebecca Thornton

Promdction

Demetree Collins
Michael Manley
Linda Powell
Russell Rowland

Trevor Johnson

Capt. Earl Howard (Retired)

Shanique Milledge
Carlos Williams
Chastity Taylor
Johnny Davis
Nedra Grimes
Joseph Stabler

Biifths

Ryan Danielle Stewart born 9/29/06 to Tpr. Anthony Stewart and wife Holly

10/02/06
10/02/06
10/02/06
10/02/06

10/01/06
10/01/06
10/01/06
10/01/06

10/15/06

10/23/06

9/1/06
9/5/06
9/11/06
9/30/06
9/30/06
9/30/06

PCOI1

DL Examiner I
DL Examiner I
Clerical Aide

PCOII
Trooper Pilot I
Accountant
Trooper Pilot I

IT Systems Technician

Highway Patrol

Capitol Police Officer
Trooper

PCOI

Clerk

ASAT

Corporal

Allie Rae Shaw born 10/19/06 to Tpr. Laine Shaw and wife Kayla

John Paul Michael Hunt born 10/05/06 to Tpr. Eric Hunt and wife Amanda

The BLUE LIGHT

HP/Mobile
DL/Huntsville
DL/Huntsville
ADM/Personnel

HP/Montgomery Post
SER/Aviation
ADM/Financial Services
SER/Aviation

DL/Information Services

Dothan Post

PS/Capitol Police
SER/ACJTC

HP/Tuscaloosa Post
DL/Services

DL/Records Management
ABI/Investigative Operations
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DPS Personnel Trained
on New Cameras

- N}
i
1
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Photography is an indispensable law enforcement
tool, and some 45 Alabama state troopers recently
had an opportunity to brush up on their photographic
skills, thanks to DPS’s Photographic Services Unit.

The unit assembled new photo kits for the troop-
ers and provided training for the ABI, Administrative
and Highway Patrol personnel designated to receive
the new equipment. Photographic Services was able

Troopers learn new camera operation during photo training.
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Bird Makes Joyful
Noise for Great Cause

When he’s
not helping keep
Public Safety’s
computer sys-
tems humming
along, Systems
Specialist Brad
Bird makes a
joyful noise of
his own with his
§ after-hours gig,

Disowning

Kaleb. Bird, the
group’s drummer, has performed with the Christian
rock band since he helped form the group more than
11 years ago.

In addition to Bird, Disowning Kaleb counts
among its members Josh Givens, who sings lead vo-
cals and plays guitar; Patrick Franklin, who plays
bass; and Kevin Boyer, who plays guitar.

Group members agree they enjoy their music be-

Bird (left), with Disowning Kaleb.

cause the melodies they create are limited only by
their creativity and ability. “We write what we want
to play. The music is solely ours,” said Bird. Unlike a
day job, where needs of a company or department
dictate what actions are taken day to day, the band
relies upon its creativity and makes the music its
member choose to, said Bird.

Through their music, Bird and his band find op-
portunities for service. They recently participated in
an annual event called “Diasozo,” named for the
Greek word which means to save thoroughly, make
perfectly whole, cure, heal, preserve and rescue. The
event, held at the Coosada Baptist Church for the past
three years, is a fundraiser for Children’s Hospital
that features several Christian rock bands. This year’s
event attracted more than 300 teenage and young-
adult enthusiasts and raised $5,000.

The band was compelled to sign up for this wor-
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thy cause after Franklin’s nephew was diagnosed
with a form of leukemia a few years ago. Bird said
through divine intervention and the help of Chil-
dren’s Hospital, the nephew is in complete remission
and doing well.

Formed while the group was in high school at
Montgomery’s Morningview Baptist Church, the
band members continue to enjoy a lasting and harmo-
nious friendship. Bird said although rock is the
group’s preferred music, he understands that not all
believers enjoy or appreciate the genre as a platform
for praise.

Will the group still be humming along in another
11 years? Bird said Disowning Kaleb is a group of
best friends that has endured a lot, and the four are
committed to making music for the rest of their lives.
“Whether or not we’re able to do it on any larger scale
is up to God and our own personal drive,” said Bird.

Ever hard at work in service through their music,
Disowning Kaleb plans to release its new album, Hol-
lowbody, later this year. Two music videos for two of
the singles on the album have been created, and a
third is in the works. In addition, the group has dis-
tributed its first single from the upcoming project to
radio stations across the country on a compilation
disc featuring other Christian rock groups such as
Third Day and Mercy Me.

ok the cla8s,”
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Troop C’s Birmingham and
Jacksonville posts teamed up on

safety for the early October fall
races at Talladega. Despite a con-

troversial Cup finish on Sunday
that angered fans, reports from the
track indicate few — if any —
problems. And although DPS per-
sonnel assigned to the "Dega detail
make it look easy, it takes plenty of
planning and teamwork to keep
this job on track.

“DPS efforts at the Talladega
fall 2006 race were exemplary,”
said Capt. Robert Goodner, Troop
C commander. “Troopers working
intersection/traffic management
displayed professionalism, com-
mitment and extreme patience
while working long hours.”

Goodner applauded the work
of the law enforcement team and
said, “This was the smoothest race
detail that I've experienced. The
planning and inter-divisional coop-
eration, along with the quality of
DPS personnel, were out-
standing.”

Public Safety employs a tried-
and-true formula for ensuring

-./J///

TROOPERS DRIVE SAFETY
at Dega FaII Races
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safety and security at Talladega,
revising plans each race as needed.
During races, the “home-town”
Jacksonville Post supervisors take a
leadership role with regard to op-
erations, not only to manage traffic
flow entering and exiting race
events, but also any actions re-
quired in the event of an emer-
gency.

Highway Patrol personnel are
assigned from all districts in the
state. Operations are conducted
‘round the clock, beginning on
Thursday prior to the races and
ending with release of the final
traffic management teams on Mon-
day following the Cup race. In con-
junction with the Talladega Sher-
iff’'s Department and track security,
DPS tactical units are on hand to
assess critical incidents occurring
on the track.

Troopers also conduct proac-
tive traffic enforcement for the
area. During last month'’s detail,
troopers in three nights arrested
141 drivers under the influence; 20
special operations troopers con-
ducted crowd control operations

The BLUE LIGHT
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along Speedway Boulevard, elimi-
nating the hazardous pedestrian
encroachment onto the roadway;
and ABI's EOD personnel provided
investigative and preventive meas-
ures.

Trooper pilots canvassed the
ground and the sky, providing vi-
tal aviation support and working in
conjunction with Public Informa-
tion/Education to provide traffic
updates. Service Division person-
nel also deployed and maintained
the new mobile command post and
helped keep travel lanes open by
using DPS tow trucks to move ve-
hicles from roadways.

Enforcement efforts garnered
many positive comments and
earned the gratitude of NASCAR
enthusiast Monica Lowell of Kan-
sas City, Mo., who shared her
thoughts in a recent e-mail to DPS.
“The State Troopers kept us safe at
the Talladega races,” wrote Lowell.
“You worked long hours and you
were still friendly and courteous. I
think you did a great job. Thanks
again.”

5014/%’%7, W, ond Poctetion %w 935



Page 12

Trojan Airwaves’

Educates Alabamians about DPS
Mission, Service

e ? une in to WTSU radio at noon most Fridays

and chances are you'll learn something new about
the Department of Public Safety and its employees.
That’s because for more than two years, Carolyn
Hutcheson has devoted much of her Community
Focus series to educating Alabamians about the
work of DPS.

Public Safety is fortunate and grateful to have
partnered with “Trojan Country” radio and
Hutcheson, who serves as host and producer of the
series. The program, which airs daily at noon on
Troy University Public Radio, spotlights topics of
general interest to a broad audience and features
information that may be useful in listeners’ daily
lives.

Hutcheson’s passion for law enforcement and
concern for the safety of her listening audience
prompted her to spotlight topics germane to DPS on
her Friday segments.

Through the series, Hutcheson affords DPS an
opportunity to educate Alabamians about its work
on their behalf. Topics have covered the gamut of
the agency’s mission, from traffic safety to sex of-
fenders, and from drunken driving to identity theft.
Her catalog of shows for DPS is extensive and
clearly testifies to her work to expose listeners to a
broad spectrum of Public Safety’s mission.

“The Public Safety series has added a human
face to the department,” said Hutcheson. “I really
enjoy asking DPS guests what assistance can my
listeners provide to the troopers in ensuring safe
highways,” she said.

Hutcheson, a 23-year broadcast veteran, has

The BLUE LIGHT

CAROLYN HUTCHESON
Host
Troy University Public Radio, Community Focus

hosted Community Focus for more than two years.
She was encouraged to enter radio while working
as a volunteer with the chamber of commerce in
Selma. One of the chamber’s board members was a
local talk radio station’s director. With persistent
nudging from peers who admired her natural gift as
a conversationalist, Hutcheson started a call-in talk
radio show that lasted for about 13 years.

Through a friend, Hutcheson learned of an
opening at WTSU and applied. You could say the
rest is history, as Hutcheson has been with the pub-
lic radio station for more than 10 years. Broadcasts
air on the 100,000-watt WTSU 89.9 FM station. Troy
University Public Radio also can be heard on
WRWA 88.7 in the Wiregrass and WTJB in Phenix
City.

Hutcheson credited loyal friends at DPS for
their help with the program, including Col. Mike
Coppage, Capt. Hugh McCall, Lt. Karl Wade, Sgt.
Tim Sartain and Martha Earnhardt. She said DPS
concurs with her that the series should continue as a
staple of Troy University’s Public Radio format.
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CONTRIBUTING EDITORS:
Capt. Loyd Arrington, ABI

Charlotte Kimbrough, Administrative
Capt. Harry Nail, Driver License
Capt. Danny Hall, Highway Patrol
Capt. Neil Tew, Protective Services
Lt. Randy Byrd, Service

Tommy Giles

EDITOR:

Angier Johnson

Can’t get to Montgomery? Grab a mouse and visit us in
cyberspace! www.dps.alabama.gov

Send all news items, updates and com-

ments to: adjohnson@dps.state.al.us
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